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' anywhere on a government: v r 9 " j * 

i.Jocumcnt bearing a classifies- YAAf-OtyThMlclLskb;. U/'cTd* 

uon * 'imp. fnc court said 


igii Lourt 


By John P, MacKenzie 

Washington Fo.s; 3;a:i Wr.ter 

The Supreme Court 


) t there was a "presumption of 
regularity in performance byj 
public officials” safeguarding j 
■ L -government secrets. so ' that if 
an item could have been clas- 
sified it was in fact classified.. 

Melvin L. Wulf and Floyd 
Abrams, attorneys for the att-i 
thors and publisher, said the! 


^ed yesterday to decide ap pe n* e ^ignored ev,! 
whether the central Intelli- dence that government classi- 


= ence Agency has broad fying officers do not ciassifv 
cower to vrrtKnere nf it t _i _ _ 


power to suppress writings of everything that could be clas- 
:ormer employees about what* sified. j 


ClAl.o^f JY) PrQ-C&- eXIUj 1/i'cTdil 

Cs/ A 

£ l A o f Qj-y^ * 5 77 c Spyittj 

CfAH' 0 l 

/» / a T.ox & ocJz. eJreA\ 


fthev learned while- working 
for the CIA. 


The book has been pub*: 
lished with numerous blank! 


Victor 


Marchett! and spaces marking CIA deletions. 


John D. Marks, coauthors of 
"the partly censored book, 
“ CIA and the Cult of Intelii* 


If the court decides to hear 
the case, oral argument would 
be in the fall. If the court re- 


CiA 7'*V ICoL 

P/V p/o^j hA 


(2 < syv^srv^* 


yvtfrf/ft 


joined publisher ; J ccts Petition, the apellate • 


Alfred A. Knopf. Inc., in seek- 
ing a high court hearing. 

The Fourth U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals last month 
sustained the CIA's right to 
-enforce its secrecy agreement 
vith Marchetti, a former high- 
ranking agency employee, and • 
relaxed- the CIA's burden ot 
proving that deleted passages*: 
from the book contained clas* 
sified information. 

The lower court '"prostrated 
Itself before the totem of na- 
tional security/* the petition 
said, “and completely ignored 
the compelling claims of free 
speech and free press, which 
are guaranteed by the Consti- j 
tution/* 

In addition to the constitu-i 
t:onal attack, the petition ehal-j 


court ruling will stand. 


IVot on Rockefeller Panel’s Agenda 


CIA Death-Plot Probe Denied 


Associated loess 


lenged the CIA's right to ob*; 


lain an injunction preventingi 
publication of the disputed j 
passages on grounds that Con- 
gress had not authorized such 
court orders despite the agen- 
cy's requests. 

The authors and publisher 
had won a significant victory 
last year when District Judge! 
Albert V. Bryan Jr, in Alexan- I 
dria rejected the CIA's claim! 
that more than 200 items of in- 1 
formation had been classified.! 
Bryan said the agency ap*! 
pea red to classify the informa- * 
tion on the .-out when it; 
screened the manuscript. J 
But the ecu. : of appeals 1 
r.eid that iniorruacion should 
co deemed classified if it was* 
"classifiable" and appeared 


A* White House spokesman 1 
denied a report last night that 
the Rockefeller Commission 
plans to investigate alleged. 
CIA involvement in plots to 
assassinate foreign leaders. 

The New York Times quoted 
White House sources in its 
Sunday editions as saying the 
"Rockefeller commission will 
investigate allegations of CIA 
assassination plots against for- 
eign leaders. 

Assistant White House press 
secretary Larry Speaks said 


that “as far as I know there's ; Fidel -Castro, 


, Despite Nessen’s statement; 
however, Rockefeller refused 
to rule out an investigation 
by his commission into any do- 
mestic arrangements linked to) 
CIA involvement with the 
overseas assassination at- 
tempts. 

! And Samuel Fapich, former 
liaison between the FBI and 
’CIA, has said he expects to 
be called /to testify before the 

; Rockefeller panel about re- 
. ported CIA contacts with the 
. Mafia regarding alleged plots 
i to assassinate Cuban Premier 


been no change in the Presi-.j In a recent telephone inter- • 


dent’s position’'’ as relayed to [view from New Mexico, Pap- 
reporters last Tuesday. 1 icli denied that he had any in- 

At tnat vmc. press sec re- j c t . . . . . . *. 

tn;*y Ron N >,«.n ?aid Pres*- ; formation to substantiate those! 

Ford feeia that invesci* \ j allegations of CIA contacts 
gating the alleged foreign as- the Mafia. 

nation piots would go he- ! However, several other 


yond the Rockefeller Commis- 
sion’s jurisdiction. 

The panel, headed by Vice 
President Nelson A. Rockefel- 
ler, was mandated to look into 
allegations of illegal CIA do- 
mestic spying. 

Yosjen added that it would 
he a^orooriatc »nr a special 
Senate intelligence committee 
chaired by Son. Frank Church 
i!>fdaho). to investigate the 
assassination plot charges. ( 


| However, several other 
j sources have acknowledged 
! that the Mafia — which con- 
trolled gambling casinos and 
other enterprises in Cuba be- 
fore Castro took power — had 
provided information about 
. Cuba to the CIA. 
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